Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

l-54.(Canceled) 

55. (Currently amended) A method of producing a GcheduUng schedule of a plurality of time 
dependent tasks comprising: 

e nt e ring r eceiving and storing a plurality of tasks to be scheduled; 

e nt e ring r eceiving and storing a maximum amoimt of time allowed to g e n e rat e th e 
schedule the plurality of tasks ; 

generating only a small numb e r p ortion of a number of schedule permutations el^re quired 
to produce an optimal schedule of the plurality of tasks t he plurality of tasks to b e sch e dul e d 
using an enumerative brute force method; 

estimating an amount of time required to generate the number of all possibl e schedule 
permutations required to produce the optimal schedule for th e plurality of tasks to b e sch e dul e d 
from the amount of time used to generate the portion of the niunber of schedule permutations ; 

determining whether the estimated amount of time is greater than the maximum amount 
of time allowed to generate the schedule; 

g e n e rating a p roducing the optimal schedule using the enumerative brute force method if 
the estimated amount of time required is not greater than the maximum amount of time allowed 
to g e n e rat e th e schedule the plurality of tasks ; 
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SGh e duling a small numb e r generating only a portion of a number of schedule 
permutations required to produce a schedule of tasks using a deterministic programming method 
if th e e stimat e d amount of time required to g e n e rate all poGsibl e Gch e dul e p e rmutations io gr e at e r 
than th e maximum amount of tim e allowed to g e n e rat e th e sch e dul e; 

estimating an amount of time required to generate a compl e t e the schedule of the plurality 
of tasks to be scheduled using the deterministic programming method based on the amount of 
time required to schedule the portion of the plurality of tasks using the deterministic 
programming method ; 

estimating an amoimt of memory space required to g e n e rat e th e compl e t e schedule ef the 
plurality of tasks to b e sch e dul e d u sing the deterministic programming metho d based on the 
amount of memory space required to schedule the portion of the plurality of tasks using the 
deterministic programming method : 

determining whether the estimated amount of time required to generate th e compl e t e the 
schedule is greater than the maximum amount of time allowed to g e n e rat e th e sch e dul e schedule 
the plurality of tasks ; 

determining whether the estimated amount of memory space required to generate the 
compl e t e schedule is greater than a maximum amount of memory space; 

generating a compl e t e t he schedule of the plurality of tasks to be scheduled using the 
deterministic programming module if the estimated amount of time required to generate the 
compl e t e schedule is not greater than the maximum amount of time allowed to generate the 
schedule and the estimated amoimt of memory space is not greater than the maximum amoimt of 
memory space; and 
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generating a the schedule using a genetic method if the estimated amount of time required 
to generate the compl e t e schedule is greater than the maximum amount of time allowed or the 
estimated amount of memory space is greater than the maximum amount of memory space. 
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